The aim of this study was to determine the prevalence of giardiasis and cryptosporidiosis in dog shelters located in the Košice district of eastern Slovakia, and to suggest potential ways to decrease these opportunistic infections. 
INTRODUCTION
In September 2004, the World Health Organization cal manifestation from asymptomatic through moderate up to serious, and the outcome may also be fatal. The clinical signs usually include diarrhoea frequently alternating with constipation, abdominal pain, excess fat in the faeces (steatorrhea) and flatulence [14] . Young and immunodeficient individuals are afflicted most frequently. In addition to its classical intestinal presentation, giardiasis may cause ocular complications, arthritis, skin allergies or myopathy. Moreover, giardiasis is now a well-established cause of failure to thrive, stunting and growth retardation in human and other animals, diminished cognitive functions, and chronic fatigue. Finally, Giardia may lead to post-infectious functional gastrointestinal disorders such as irritable bowel syndrome and functional dyspepsia. A few cases of Giardia trophozoites associated with tumoral masses have also been reported, but a definite cause and effect relationship between giardiasis and cancer have yet to be established [12] .
Giardia duodenalis is divided into eight genetically dis- The aim of this study was to determine the prevalence of giardiasis and cryptosporidiosis in dog shelters located in the Košice district of eastern Slovakia, and to suggest potential ways to decrease these opportunistic infections. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
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